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become the political head of a party. If such an idea
had been conceived our forefathers must .have been
led.to distinguish between Soorehs breathing Religion
pure and simple and Soorehs intended for the govern-
ment of a turbulent society ; between Soorehs laying
down immutable principles of morality and Soorehs
intended for the control of irrepressible tribes,

The Inability to conceive such an idea or to sepa-
rate the accidental from the essential parts of our
Scriptures was due to the combination of spiritual and
temporal supremacy in the hands of one and the same
person. No progress is possible without freedom of
opinion and freedom of opinion could not prosper
against the joint powers of the Civil Law and the
Ecclesiastical Law, The very first condition for the
regeneration of Mohammnxlan Civilization is, there-
fore, to separate spiritual and temporal functions
from each other so as to weaken the authority arrayed
against freedom of private judgment.

In those Mohaimnadan countries that are indepen-
dent the Sovereign is still the head of the Ecclesi-
astical as well as the Civil administration. The Presi-
dent of the Olema or Shaeqk of Islam is subordinate
to the Sultan of Turkey ; in Persia the Imaan acts
under the authority of the Shaali; the Shereefs of
Mekkeh and Medeenek combine in their person both
secular and canonical powers ; the Ruler of Maskat
is both Imaan and Sultaau. But in India the Govern-
ment holds no spiritual functions in regard to its Mo-